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April 23, 2026 
For Immediate Release 

Hockema Group Designed FREDERICK PAUP Christened 
The largest US-flagged, self-propelled hopper dredge delivered in American 
shipbuilding history for Manson Construction enters service. 
Seattle, Washington – Hockema Group, Inc., a Seattle-based full-service naval architecture and marine 
engineering firm, is proud to announce the recent christening of the hopper dredge FREDERICK PAUP—
now the largest self-propelled hopper dredge in the United States. The vessel was officially delivered 
from the Seatrium AmFELS shipyard in Brownsville, Texas, in January 2026,  and christened in New 
Orleans last month marking a significant achievement in American maritime engineering and 
shipbuilding. 

Hockema Group provided comprehensive naval architecture and marine engineering design services for 
the FREDERICK PAUP in collaboration with the owner Manson Construction Co. of Seattle, Washington. 
Seatrium AmFELS constructed the vessel in Brownsville, Texas. Representing Manson’s largest 
investment since its founding in 1905, the FREDERICK PAUP showcases the advanced capabilities that 
Hockema Group brings to complex, high-profile marine vessel design projects. 
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Key design highlights include: 
■ Largest in the U.S.: 419’-10” length × 81’ beam, with a hopper capacity exceeding 15,000 yards. 

■ Propulsion: Three (3) Schottel azimuthing stern Z-drive units and two (2) Brunvoll tunnel-type 
bow thrusters providing a total of 25,000 horsepower. 

■ Power Plant: Three (3) GE 16V250 diesel generators (5,600 HP / 4,200 kW each) and two (2) GE 
12V250 diesel generators (4,200 HP / 3,150 kW each) in a Tier 4 diesel-electric configuration. 

■ Smart Systems: Includes dynamic positioning, integrated power management, and fully 
integrated dredging control systems. 

■ Sustainability: Advanced hull form optimized for reduced emissions and improved fuel 
efficiency. 

■ Certifications: ABS ✠A1, ✠AMS, and ACCU class notations; SOLAS certified; U.S.-built, U.S.-
flagged, and U.S. crewed. 

■ Crew Accommodations: Designed to accommodate 29 personnel. 

“We are exceptionally proud of our role in designing the FREDERICK PAUP,” said John Myers, President at 
Hockema Group. “We are excited to see this capital ship enter service for our long-time client Manson 
Construction.  As key partners in the U.S. commercial dredge fleet, Manson’s work is essential to keeping 
ports, rivers, and harbors safe and navigable, allowing ships to move efficiently and reliably. By 
maintaining authorized depths and channel widths, dredging prevents groundings, reduces transit 
delays, and supports the steady flow of raw materials, fuel, agricultural exports, and consumer goods. 
This work underpins billions of dollars in domestic and international trade, strengthens supply-chain 
resilience, and helps U.S. ports remain competitive. In doing so, the commercial dredging industry 
directly supports jobs, economic growth, and our national maritime infrastructure.” 

The FREDERICK PAUP surpasses her predecessors in the Manson fleet, the ELLIS ISLAND and the GLENN 
EDWARDS in hopper volume and overall capability, setting a new benchmark for hopper dredge design 
and construction in the United States. 

 

 
About Hockema Group 
Hockema Group, Inc. is a full-service consulting and marine engineering firm headquartered in Seattle, 
Washington, with an additional office in Bend, Oregon. Founded on decades of experience in naval 
architecture and marine engineering, Hockema Group delivers exceptional service to clients throughout 
the United States marine industry. The firm’s services span naval architecture, finite element analysis, 
hull form optimization, marine engineering, marine electrical engineering, 3D modeling and lofting, 3D 
scanning, and project management. 

For more information, contact: info@hockema.com   |   (206) 365-0919 
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